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Welcome back 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas and wish you all a safe and peaceful 2021. Even 
though we are expecting to open as normal tomorrow, please be aware that the following 
arrangements are subject to change if the government, Public Health England or the Local Authority 
deem it necessary. We will endeavour to keep you updated of any changes as soon as possible. 

Even though we have put robust safety measures in place, we obviously cannot guarantee that our 
provisions will stop the spread of Coronavirus. We are all aware of how illnesses can spread within 
any school setting. Therefore, if your child has an underlying health condition then you may want to 
consider keeping them at home. Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you are not 
sure or would like to discuss specific circumstances in more detail.  

Daily Routines 

In line with Government Guidelines, from Tuesday 5 January we will continue to employ a staggered 
approach to the start and end of the school day, as well as at break and lunchtimes. Please continue 
to pick up and drop off your child/children at the school gate you have been using since 
September. 

Please see the table below for a reminder of times/gates etc: 

*Older siblings of Pyxis children can continue to be dropped off and picked up at the front gate. 

As we are currently in tier 4 lockdown, it is paramount that we all continue to work together to keep 
us all safe. Please ensure you drop off and collect your child FOR the time stated in the table. Please 
do not arrive early as this will impact negatively on the efficiency of the queuing system. To keep the 
number of parents in the queue to a minimum, we ask that, for the foreseeable future, there is only 
one adult per family at pick up and drop off times. We also understand if you wish to wear a mask 

Classes Drop off Pick up Entry/Exit Point 
Centaurus & Families* 8.30 am 2.50pm Back Gate 
Draconis 8.40 am  3.00 pm Back Gate 
Pegasus 8.30 am 2.50 pm Front Gate 
Pyxis  8.40 am 3.00 pm Front Gate 



whilst in the queue. However, government guidelines still state that in early years and primary 
settings, children and staff are not required to wear a mask in class. 

Please keep your child with you whilst waiting to enter the school. Once your child is with a member 
of staff, we request that you leave the school site as soon as possible. This should not be used as a 
time to be sociable as we need you to help us always model safe social-distancing practices to our 
children. 

On entry and exit, we will continue to ask the children to sanitise/wash their hands and when in 
school, the children will wash their hands regularly. 

In order to ensure the safety of parents using the one way system, we ask that the staff carpark not 
be used by parents or carers for either drop-offs or pick-ups. Please can we ask that you do not block 
the gate to the staff car park. If parking out the front of the school, please be respectful of the wider 
community and not block driveways or park on the zig zag lines. We thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. 

In Summary: 

 Children will be placed in their classroom groups and will have staggered start and finish 
times 

 Admission to the school site will be continued to be restricted and controlled which means 
there will be queues in place. We will continue to operate a one-way system.  

 We regret that there will not be the opportunity to stop and talk to teachers at drop-off and 
pick-up times. Please contact your child’s teacher by emailing the office mail-box or calling 
the office to book a telephone appointment.   
 

In line with Government guidelines, children will be expected to wear their school uniform. Due to 
having to ensure a steady flow of fresh air, we ask that you ensure your child has a coat in school 
with them daily. We also suggest that you send your child in with a sweatshirt or fleece that they can 
wear in class if needed.  We still recommend that children change their clothes as soon as they arrive 
home from school each day and that these are washed immediately.  

General Health & Safety:  

In addition to the logistical arrangements outlined above, there are a whole range of other Health 
and Safety measures we have taken to keep our children and staff safe. These include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

 Children will not be allowed to attend school if they, or anybody they have had contact with, 
has symptoms of Coronavirus. They will be asked to observe a 10 day* isolation period. 
*Please note the change in government guidelines concerning the isolation period. 

 If a child or member of staff tests positive for Covid 19 then the whole class will be asked to 
isolate for 10 days. 

 From 1st June, children and families will be able to access tests for Coronavirus if somebody 
in their bubble has developed symptoms.  

 All children and staff will be asked to sanitise/wash their hands as soon as they enter the 
building and regularly and routinely throughout the day.  

 Assemblies, wake and shake and singing will, weather permitting, take place outside or in 
classes for a period of no longer than 30 mins. 



 Cleaners will continue to follow enhanced cleaning measures. Additionally, on a Friday, 
cleaning staff will undertake a ‘deeper’ clean. All staff will support additional cleaning of 
resources as required. 

 We would ask that parents/carers drop off/pick up children on their own. This will help us 
limit the number of adults or additional children on site. If this is not possible, you should 
speak to a member of staff who will be available to support around the site. 

 The number of toys children handle will be limited. Soft furnishing, soft toys and toys 
difficult to clean will be removed.  

 Cleaning staff will use PPE. First aid will be administered with the use of PPE.  
 

We will continue to offer a ‘blended’ curriculum. Class Dojo will still be utilised for homework and 
other learning opportunities. If you have not already signed up, please contact the school office. We 
are sad to say that our ELSA, Mrs King, is unwell (non-Covid related illness) and will not be with us 
for a few weeks. We are sorry for any inconvenience this causes but rest assured that, in her 
absence, we will continue to offer support to the children in her care. We know that you will join 
with us in wishing her a speedy recovery. 

The Government expectation is for parents to continue to send their children to school however, we 
understand that these are scary and worrying times for everyone. If you have any questions, 
concerns or need any support with this, then please do not hesitate to get in touch via the school 
office. We will do all we can to help. 

Please know that we have the health and safety of all our Magical Hooman Beans, parents and team 
at heart and we will ensure that your children enjoy their time with us. We will continue to utilise 
our wonderful outside spaces - as much as our beautiful British weather permits! You cannot 
suppress the magic at Meare! We look forward to welcoming you and your marvellous children back 
to school tomorrow. 

Kind Regards 

 

Mrs Fellows and The Magical Meare Team 

 


